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Conducive?
Safe?



In Hong Kong…

● Child Care Services Ordinance (Cap. 243)

● Education Ordinance (Cap. 279)

● The Operation Manual for Pre-primary 

Institutions (January 2023 Version 3)

● Requirements / guidelines / advice of 

various government departments e.g. BD, 

FSD, EMSD, DH, etc. 

● Requirements / guidelines / circulars / 

circular memorandum / letters from EDB. 

● ……..



The Australian Children’s Education 
and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA)

It is an independent national authority
committed to promoting and fostering
continuous quality improvement in
approved education and care services, and
publishing resources that support the
children’s education and care sector in
understanding the National Quality
Framework.



The National Quality Frameworks 
(NQF) was the result of an agreement 
between all Australian governments 
to work together to provide better 
educational and developmental 
outcomes for children. It aims to raise 
quality and drive continuous 
improvement and consistency in 
children’s education and care 
services. 



The Structure of the National Quality Standard (NQS)

7 Quality Areas 18 Standards + 58 Elements



What do the National Quality Standard (NQS) means:

It is to safeguard and promote children’s health and safety,
minimise risks and protect children from harm, injury and
infection.

All children have the right to experience quality education
and care in an environment that provides for their physical
and psychological wellbeing and provides support for each
child’s growing competence, confidence and independence.

Children Health and Safety



The Structure of the National Quality Standard

18 Standards + 58 Elements



What do the National Quality Standard (NQS) means:

To ensure the physical environment is safe, suitable and 
provides a rich and diverse range of experiences
that promote children’s learning and development.

The way that the environment is designed, equipped and 
organised determines the way that the space and
resources are used and has the potential to maximise
children’s engagement and level of positive experience
and inclusive relationships.

Physical Environment



The Risk Assessment and 
Management Tool:

 Helps to minimise the risk of harm 
while maintaining an enriching 
learning and working environment

 It is an ongoing part of daily practice
 It is a starting point to support 

educator’s thinking around hazard 
and risk management when planning 
experiences for children







Visits in Melbourne: What we see, think and wonder 

THE EARLY YEARS LEARNING
FRAMEWORK FOR AUSTRALIA



Visits in Australia : What we see, think and wonder 

Demonstration
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Visits in Australia : What we see, think and wonder 



Our School Our Garden Our Classroom
Hong Kong Christian Service Early Childhood Education Service



生命教育活動-世界森林日 · 「流水響五感漫步」

Hong Kong Christian Service Early Childhood Education Service

Organic Sweet 
PotatoesFresh lettuce 

saladRed rice balls with 
tamagoyaki
fresh banana

TAST
E

Organic Lunch

Forest Mindful Walk

Building with natural materialsTOUC
H

「Making plant essential oilsSMELL

VISIO
N

「Leaf Imprint」

meditation

HEARING



How can we implement a conducive and safe environment?

• 1:11
• 3-4 teachers for 

Forest Academy Day

Teacher-Children Ratio

• Sun Protection
• Mosquito Repellent
• Sun Hat
• Appropriate Clothing

Self-Care

Maintenance of Facilities

Conduct maintenance 
check per week to ensure 
good safety order



How can we implement a conducive and safe environment?

• Respect nature; nature 
is the home for living 
creatures

• Gentle hands; we use 
eyes to see or gentle 
hands to touch living 
flowers or plants

• Listening ears
• Rules for firepit

Forest Academy Promises

Set Boundaries

According to the day, 
weather, and class
(i.e. which areas are 
opened to access)



How can we implement a conducive and safe environment?

Risk Assessment

• Final walk before children 
arrival

• Assess children’s ability
• Teach children to risk assess



How can we implement a conducive and safe environment?

Risk Assessment

• Risk assessment / site 
assessment once a month



Conclusion
1. Safety policies vary across 

cultures.
2. Balance between safety and trust
3. Vision
4. Thank you



1. Safety policies vary across cultures.



2. Balance between safety and trust. 

Teachers and students
Teachers and parents
Managers and teachers
Schools and parents



3. Vision: Change is everlasting.
3.1 Managers’ attitude
3.2 Teachers’ attitude:
- To trust students and allow them to engage freely 
and happily in nature.
- To show respect to the students and assign them 
responsibilities.
- To challenge and motivate students.
3.3 Parents’ attitude: To trust their children
3.4 Curriculum:
3.5 Environment: Nature environment is a good 
classroom for students.



Melbourne

Playing sand at school 

VS

Hong Kong

Playing sand at the 

beach



Melbourne

Play outdoor 

VS

Hong Kong

Play in the park



Melbourne

BUSH KINDER 

VS

Hong Kong

STREAM PLAY



Melbourne

Creation

VS

Hong Kong

Creation



Melbourne

Play learning 

VS

Hong Kong

Play learning



Thank you! 
• EDB for arranging such a good trip to 

Australia
• Dr. Philip, Dr. Shwan, and Dr. Grace 

coordinated with different early 
childhood settings and led us to 
observe the differences across two 
countries.

• All the principals and supervisors



沒有最好的學與教
只有追求更好的學與教!!

在基本安全指引下
最安全的就是幼兒懂得保護自己!!


